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1 Practical Jokes in the Army.

i STROUDSBURG, MILFORD COUNTY, PA, THURSDAY,

APRIL 30, 1846.

SCHOCH & SPERING.
TERMS ~T'wo dollars per annum in advance—Two dollars

BY C. M. J.
aad a guarter, halfl vearlv—and if not puid before the end of N w vy Sub the
the vear, Two dollars and a half. Those who recelve Ltheir Ned C. was a young and mer 2= : Of

papers by a carrier or stage drivers employed by the proprie- | —th inflmr}" and what is termed in the army

tors, will be charged 37 1-2 ots. per veur, extra

No papers diseontinued until all arrearages are paid, except *‘a clever fellow.”

at the option of the Editors.
II?AJV(’.I'”MIHQH‘.R not exceeding one square (sixteen lines

will be inserted three weeks for one dollar: twenty-five eents
for every subsequent msertion : larger onesg in proportion. A

liberal discount will be made 1o yearly advertizsers
I7AlL letters addressed to the Editors must be post pand.

It is true that Ned was
) somewhat given to “keeping his spirits up by
pouring spirits down,” especially when station-
ed atthe outpost; but he never would have

From the Erne Obscrver.
Is there a God.
BY ARCHETVPAL.
Is there a God 1

Loek to yon firmament above,

Where worlds on worlds pour our,
And ask the planets there that move—

Or ask thine heart whence springs the doubt;
Ask, and 1hine inmost soul will say,

These are his works—and His alone--
All in that fair blue [Teav'n we see,

Bear proof of Him, th' Erernal Oue.

Is there a God 7—
Look to the mighty deep below
Where oceans 'mid deep caverns sweep ;
Whence springs their mystic ebb and flow—
\What power commands the restless deep?
"T'ts nature. Yes but nature too, ;
Proclaims to all—proclaims aloud—
Holds forth in every shade we view,
The power of a ruling God.

Is there a God ?—
J.ook to the green and feriile earth—-
I.ook to each herb---each plant we see;
And ask thysell what gave them birth,
The smailest blade---the lofiiest tree.
Thine heart will tell thee, if sincere—
Thine age bear witness of the prool—
That thou can'st feel and see e'en there
The will---the power of him above.

Is there a God?

Oh! doubt it not---where'er we gaze,

Where e’er we roam---where e'er we be;
There, there in all and ev'ry place ;

Are myriad proofs, Lord, God, of Thee;
The eagle soaring high in air,

The insect on the low-grass sod---
The great, the small, in every sphere---

All nawre's works proclaim a God.

Is there a God?—

Man. ask that which within thee dwells,

And wakes thy soul 10 hope or fear;
That which thine every action (eels,

And whispers 10 thine heart and ear;
Or look around, beneath, above;

Look where thou wilt, thou'lt ever see,
In all, in each, fall proof enough,

Of him who reigns eternally.

Original and True.

An editor out West has a journeyman print-
er, worth his weight in gold—a sort of rara
ovis, a quiz, @ wit, a poet, an orator, a man
who is up to every thing under the sun. In

. the summer, when business is dull and business
. becomes scarce, our editorial friend has nothing

to do but ring the bell for the journeyman.----
“Tom,” says he, “ 1 want a speech to-day—
ball a column done up brown ™ “1'll fix 1,
sir,” replies Tom, who proceeds forthwith o
lis case, and, without copy or previous prepa-

| raton sets up an admirable speech, purporting

‘s have been delivered by some crack orator

lefure the last public meeting. Il necessary,
Tum makes & wood cul, representing the orator
in one of his happiest flights. ‘The speech
takes like wild fire, and is considered a splen-
(1l effort of gemivs. Occasionally Tom is
czlled upon 10 grace the editorial chair.
! shall be absent for 8 couple of weeks—keep
up the steam!” * Yes, sir,” says Tom, and

“ 'l'um

sure enough the paper goes along like a loco-|

moive. Sometimes Tom is requesied 10 knock
tie argument of @ politieal opponent or a black-
siard editor inlo pi. No sooner said than done.
Tom goes 1o his case, with dire iudignation
upon liis brow? and sets up a perfect smasher.
The offending wreich is killed, to all intents
and purposes. In addition to all these qualifi-
cations, Tom does all the pugilistic business of
lie establishment, reports the proceedings of
e Legislature, duns the subscribers, keeps the
Gocks, attends the meevngs, officiales at the
bulls and parties, does the stumnp speaking for
Hhe county, and exhorts at all the Methodist re-
vivals. A good hand we should »ay. That

fellow Tom deserves to be a Member of Con-;I

sioss . gr Governor of Urrgun.

‘been called an intemperate man.
At the time of my story, the detachment to
which Ned belonged occupied a post on the
South-west frontier, and might be said 10 be in
| elose quarters; as the officers and men, from the
'crowded state of the garrison, were reduced to
less than hall allowance of eating and sleeping
room author:zed by regulations. To this ar-
rangement was Ned indebted for the society of
| the surgeon of the posi, who shared with him
the comforis and conveniences of an apartment
twelve feet square.
The Doctor actuated by feclings of regard
for Ned's well-being, (it may have been with
an eye to his own quiet and repose,) was in the
habit of administering o him, occasionally a
| dose of good advice, and remonstrating with
| him on the impropriety of staying out late at
| night, getting “tight,” and coming home * dis.
turbing people afier they had gone to bed;” all
(of which Ned took very patiently, but without
mending his ways. The Doctor, finding that
1t was utierly useless to appeal 10 Ned's sense
of propriety, with the hope of effecting a change
“tn his mode of life, began 10 address him to his
(ears.
| *Ned,” said he, “if you don"t stop this frol-
(icking, and drinking, and spreeing, you'll get
‘the dropsy—I know you will--and you'll die
in spite of the d—1! I tell you, ouce for all, 1o
' stop it, for if you get the dropsy on your chesi,
vou are a gone sucker! all the medicine in my
' chest won't save you! No, sir, burn’t brandy

™

|
, won't save you!

 tion, provided you keep still and lie on your | the alarm.

close the opening in his nether garments, he! * Well, it is the last favor I bave 10 ask of |
approached the Doctor who appeared 10 lw!;you, Doctor, and 1 ask it for 1he last time. 1

asleep, and, after arousing him, inquired if he 'am tired of this life, and if you dou'i get up 1'll
could tell what had occasioned the sudden dis- blow my d d brains out, (and here he drew |
proportion between his unmentionables and that and cocked a pislt:l;) will you get up to hear what :
part of his person which now refused to be en- I have to say or not 2" ,
closed in them. :. “ No, and be hanged to you,” shouted the

“ Why, yes,” said the Doctor, rising andlDﬂclnr.

scrutinizing Ned closely---It is just as plain as | * Then here goes,” and as he said ir, bang
the nose on your face---you have been drinking | went ilie pistol, and poor Ned was siretched on |
‘and swilling, at such a rate laiely, ihat just the floor weltering in blood.
\

what I predicted has come true--you have ga!!
the dropsy I

“ Great God,” eried the Doclor, as he leaped
from the bed, (carrying with him the mosquitoe

i “ Great God! you don't 1ell me so!” ejacu- bar through which he had bolied his imad.)'
lated the poor Lieutenant, as he clasped his “what have you done!” then casung a glance
hands together and fell back in an arm chair. in the corner of ihe room, he saw by the flick-
“ Oh! that I bad listened 1o your advice, my | ering light of an expiring candle, the mutilated
'dear fellow !---Cant you do something for me?” | remains of"the unfortunate young man  As he
! “I'lhiry " was the reply, “but you must go rushed in agony from the room he encountered
't0 bed, keep on low diet, avoid all stimulating several of the oflicers, who hearing the reporn |
‘drinks, and take such remedies as | may pre- | of a pistol were proceeding 10 the spot to learn
'seribe ™ the canse of this unusual disturbanee. Torheir
Thank you, Doctor, T will do anything in the enquiries the Doctor only replied by exclaim-
“world 10 get rid of this horrible disease,” said” ing, “Oh! he begged me to get up—he suid
' Ned, “and if you will only cure me, I'll pro- he would kill himself if T didu’t get up, and he
mise to stop drinking altogether—Doctor do has done it! ] might have prevented him
vou think I'll have 10 be 1apped ?” Oh! I never, never shall forgive mysell!” Such
were the lamentations uttered by the Doctor as
he paced backward and forward before the door
when the commandant demanded the cause of

“It is impossible to say, Ned, bu,” added
the doctor, “as you are young and have a good
constitution, | think we may avoid that opera.

back 7" | “He has just shot himself, and I might hat'el
. Ned followed the Doctor’s advice llricil)'.l prevented it, Sir, but I would'nt get up when
‘took simples, dieted, and kept on his back, e begged e hard to'do 20. Oh!_l shall al-
whilst the Doctor and Ned’s brother officers, “°3* have his d'ea.lh Gpon Y cons_clence.“

to whom the joke had been imparted, were en-' “But speak, sir, who has shot himsell!” as-
joying themselves at his expense. Every day ked the commandant, seizing the [rantic Doc-
o wonldinponish balf a dozes visits of condo-| 0" bY the rensntofihe mosquite: bar, which
lence [rom the subs of the garrison—each «of still streamed from his neck.

whom would express his surprise at the en-  Licut- C., Sir has blown his l‘laiﬂ?uif'
larged state of Ned's corporosity. | ‘“Aad have you ®xamined the wound?” de-

manded the commandant.

| Atthe end of a week, the Doctor again ab.-
| The Doctor chid in vain—in vain did he stracted Ned's breeches and drawers—had
|| continue 1o enumerate the various cases of hard them restored o their fair proportion, replaced
'drinking terminating in dropsy that had come by the bedside of Lis unsuspecting patient and
' under his observation since he had been a mem- then told him 1o rise and dress himsell. So

ber of the Medical Staff, Ned was incorrigi- indeed he did, and Ned soon found 10 his infin-

ble. 'ite joy that his clothes were almost as much

“No, sir, no---1 shall never be able 1o look
upon him again.”

“ Calm yoursell, Doctor, and gn immediately
and ascertain the extent of the injury,” said
the commandant, sternly.

The Doctor vielded 1o the tone of authority

As the lectures on temperance, and the ter-
;rible pictures of disease and death, from indul-
| gence in strong drink, held vp 10 his view, were

. of noavail in exciting his fears, the Docior was

iabont to despair of effecting a reform, when it
. was brought about, for a time in the following
. manner.

As wsual, late one night, Ned came lhome

\very glorious, singing at the top of his song
with a whoop loud enocugh to “wake up hall of
creation. Afier making several lurches towards
the door, he succeeded in entering, and in the

‘vain attempt of disen-cumbering himsell of a

coat and pair of boots, at the same moment
. made 8 pitch forward, and lighted with his head
against the short ribs of his sleeping, room-
ma'e. The doctor's bowels of compassior. were

100 large for him now, as they were before 100 with which tlie Jast words were spoken, slowly

small—all symptoms of the dropsy having dis-
appeared—ithauks to the kind antention of the
Doctor, which were liberally bestowed on him
by Ned. The Doctor bound all the oflicers to

secresy, and Ned's dropsy Lecame the stand- ed himself np and placed his finger on his nose
ing jul;e of the garrison. ‘and said, “You'll sew my pantaloons up again

'will you, old Pill Box” The fact was, Ned
had obrained some bullock's blood, and had
well bespauered limself with it, which the
Doctor supposed was Ned's.

returned to his room where the tragical scene
had just been enacted, and approaching the
glory remains of the poor Lieutenant, felt his
pulse 10 see if life was extinct, when Ned rais-

‘I'ime passed on, and by accident or design,
Ned made the acquaintance of the fair (1 would
‘not say frail) one whom the Doctor employed |
‘as Seamstress---the very person who had en-

| : : ; | hearty laugh among the officers, as they were
‘aaged to sew up the Lieutenant’s inexpressibles y laug § s

in the secret; to which the Doctor said he saw
---as a matter of course he had not advanced

(very far into her affections, before she tlu‘ewI
‘out some hints that awakened Ned's suspicious, |

It vecasioned a

nothing to laugh at.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In response to €. J, Ingersoll’s Revo-
lution.

‘and with a hule management, he soon pos-
sessed himself of all the particulars of the wrick

‘sixty dollars.

“on the records of the country.

- sadly disturbed; however, afier venting on the |that had been played upon him.
head of his fullen (riend a few hearty curses,
| he kindly assisted him in divesting himsell of

' his clothes, and saw him decemly laid out on
his matiress,

No longer
having the fear of death from dropsy before his

' To the House of Representatives:
I have considered the resolution of the House

ses of interconrse between the Unoed Srates
and foreign nanons, the President shall be, gl
he is ht‘l’ehy autborized to cause the same o
be duly setiled annually with the accounting al-
ficers of the Treasury, in 1he manner fullasy g
—that is to say, by causing the same 1o he o

counted for specially in all instances wheren
the expenditure thereof may, in his julyg oen,
be made public, and by making a cermificae of

the amount of such expenditures as he may

think it advisable not to specily; and every s h

certificate shall be deemed a suflicient voucher
for the sum or sums therein expressed (o have
been expended.”

Two distinct classes of expenditure are au
thorized by this law ; the one of a pablie, au |
the other of a private and confidential eharac-
The President in office at the ume of the
expenditure is made by the law the sole
whether it shall be public or private. Sach

ter.

1'1!1__(1

sums are 1o be “accounted for specially in all
instances wherein the expenditure therrof may,
in his judgment, be made public.””  All expen-
ditures ** accounted for specially™ are setiled at
the Treasury upon vouchers, and po® on ** Pros-
dents' centificates,” and, Like all miier public
accounts, are suhject to be called for by Con-
gress, and are open 10 public examination. Hyld
information as respects this class of expendi-
tures been called for hy the Resoluion of the

House, it would have beea promp'ly commu-

nicated.

Congress foreseeing that it might become
necessary and proper 10 apply portians of this
fund for objects, the original accounts and
vouchers for which could not be “ made pubiic”
without injury 1o the public interest, authorized
the President, instead of such accoun's and
vouchers, to make a ceriificate of the amount
“ of such expenditures as he may think it advi-
sable not 10 specifly,” and have provided that

| ““every such certificate shall be deemed a sul-

ficient voucher for the sum or sums therein ex-
pressed to have been expended.”

The law making these provisions is in full
force. It is binding upoa all the Depariments
of the Government, and especially vpon the
Executive, whose daty it is 10 take care tha
the laws be faithfully executed ”
cise of the discretion lodged by it in the Exec-

In the exar-

utive, several of my predecessors have made
“certificates” of the amount * of such expend:-
tures as they have thought it advisalle not to
specify, and upon these certificates, as the on-
ly vouchers, settlemen's have been made at the
Treasury.

1t appears that within the period specified in
the resolution of the House, certificates were
given by my immediate predecessor, upon which
seitlements have been made at the Treasury
amounting to five thousand four hundred aud
He has solemnly determined
that the objects and items of these expenditures

' should not be made public, and has given his

certificates to that effect, which are placed vp-
Under the di-
rect authority of an existing law, he has exer-
cised the power of placing these expenditures

eyes, Ned relapsed into his old habits “just as | of Representatives of the 9th inst. by which I (under the seal of confidence, and the whole
; easy as fﬂ“ll\g ofl a I“B;" and the doctor’s “igh" J am l’l’Qllt‘Sled “10 cause to be furnished to that maller was lerminated before [ came into office.
|ly precautivns again commenced. The tem-| [Jouse an account of all payments made on Ap important question arises whether a subse-

Next morning, as soon as it was light, the perance lectures were renewed, and the late! Presidents’ cenificates from the fund appropri- | quent President, either voluntarily or at the re-
| Doctor possessed himself of the sleeper’s pan- ' hair breadih escape was held up before him | aied by law, through the agency of the Swte'{qua,“ of one branch of Congress, can, without

‘taloons and drawers, and with the assisiance of “in terrorem;” but to no purpose.
Fin about four inches in the waist, then quietly | was “a short life and a merry one!” at times,
Ereplaced them, and tumbled into bed 10 await however, Ned would appear melancholy aud
| the result.  Hall an hour before breaklast, (his !,dejecied, and would say 10 the Doctor, that he
'accustomed time for raising.) Ned slid out of | was tired of his existenee, and that he must

| making his tilet. The Doctor, who was lying had retired 1o rest, and was snoozing it away

! with one eye open and a wad of bed clothes ory comfortably protecied from the assaults of

| desire 1o langh—watched closely the dressilsgl

!P"’""" going on before him. 'entrance of Ned who was very much disguised

| “Tis very strange,” exclaimed Ned; "I won- by liquor.
(der what hus got in these d——d draweu?‘ “ Doctor,” said he, (reeling backwards and
| they were large enough yesterday, snd now [ f(orwards, and introducing a hiccup row and
| can't meke them meet! ’Tis no use in trying | then between his words) “ Dogtor get up! |
| —1'1l hirch them to my pants.” want to talk to you 'bout soi%icihing that con-
cerns life and death---1 wunt your advice, my
dear fellow, I am abput 10 commit a deed---a
fearful deed-—-a ho'qid deed! Ger wp, won't
you "

“Clear out and go 10 Led, and sop your

noise,” grovejed the Ductor as hie tured over
in bed,

Ned then drew on bis pantaloons, and strained
himself 10 1he utmost 10 meke them meet over
his bread basket, but it was no go---for with
evary effurt he only increased the size of ithe
punch of shirt that “stuck out a feet” between
ihe buttons and button boles of the waistbund.
A\fier exhuusting himsell in vain attempts lv

"until the retirement of Dadiel Webster from lhe‘

l Department of State, with copies ol all entries, |
receipls, letters, vouchers, memsrandums, ori
other evidences of such pavments, to whom

Great DBritain.”
With an apxious desire 1o furnish to the

have [elt bound by a sense of publie duty 10 in- |

quite how far [ could with propriety, or con-
sistently with the existing laws, respond 10

their call.

‘Fhe usval annual appropriation * for the con-
tingent expenses ol intercourse between the
United States and foreign nations,” has been
' disbursed since the date of the act of May lsi,
1810, in pursuance of its provisions.

By the third section of that act it is provided

v That when any sum or sums of money shall
he drawn from the Teeasury, under any law

_ Ned's con-| Department, for the contingent expenses of for-| 3 violation of the spirit of the law, revise the
the hospitable matron, had them neatly taken stant reply to all the admonitions of the Doctor eign intercourse, from the 4th of Mareh, 1841,  acts of his predecessor, and expose 1o public

view that which he had determined should not
be * made public.” If not a matter of strict du-
ty, it would certainly be a safe general rule
that this should not be done. Indeed, it may

| bed, cooled his copper by a long pull at the wa- : not be surprised if he put an end 10 himself. | paid, for what, and particuladly all concerning | well happen, and probably would happen, that
‘ter jug, and then commenced the operation of | About 11 o'clock one night, after the Doctor | the North-Eastern Boundary dispute wilhi the President for the time being would not be
' in possession of the information upon which his

predecessor acted, and could not therefore have

' stuffed in his mowh—by way of smothering a ', musquitoes by a well tucked pavillion, he | llouse any information requested by that body | ihe means of judging whether ke hal exervised
was suddenly aroused from his slumbers by the | which may oe in the Execuiive Depariments, I| his discretion wisely or not, The law requires

no other voucher but the President’s certilieare,
and there is nothing in its provisions which re-
quires any “ entries, receipts, letters, vouchers,
memorandums, or other evidence of such pay-
ments” to be preserved in the Executive de-

artment, )
The President who makes the ‘cenificate’

may, if he chooses, keep all the information
and evidence upon which he acts in his own
possession. 1f, for the formation of his suc-
cessors, he shall leave the evidence on which
he acts, and the items of the expenditures wlnch
make up the sum for which hie has given los

making appropiativ for the contingent expen
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